Creating a Europa ‘Think Green’ cover at World Stamp Show-NY 2016

By Wayne Chen

Like many fellow collec-
tors, volunteers, and show
attendees, | really enjoyed
World Stamp Show-NY 2016
May 28-June 4 in New York
City.

During this eight-day
show, | made a philatelic
passport, attended all first-
day ceremonies (United
States, United Nations, Pa-
lau, Armenia and the Inter-
Govermental Philatelic Corp.
six-country New York skyline
panorama sheets), browsed
through every exhibition
frame, attended seminars,
and visited dealer booths.

Instead of writing from a
general perspective about
the show, | would like to
share my experience of creat-
ing a special collector’s item
at the show.

| have been a longtime col-
lector of joint issues, includ-
ing common-design stamps
issued by multiple countries.
| was especially excited about
this year’s Europa series with
a common design called
“Think Green”

The design, which is intend-
ed to create awareness about
protecting the environment,
was the winning entry from
Cyprus Post in a contest orga-
nized by PostEurop.

The last time there was
a common-design Europa
stamp was in 2000, and the
one before that was in 1984.

Most of the European
postal administrations is-
sued theirThink Green stamp
or stamps in May, just prior
to WSS-NY 2016. My idea
was to create a cover bearing
these Europa stamps from as
many countries as | could
obtain and then have them
canceled at the show.

My intention was not to
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This oversize cover is franked with 2016 Europa stamps, most with the “Think Green” common design, each canceled
at the appropriate postal administration booth at World Stamp Show-NY 2016. With the exception of the stamp from
Croatia, which was ordered in advance, all of the stamps also were purchased at the show.

make a first-day cover, but an
exhibition cover with show
cancels from participating
postal administrations.

I have a similar item in my
collection that was made at
the 1990 Essen show in Ger-
many, with a then-recent
joint issue between Austria,
Belgium, Berlin, and East and
West Germany commemo-
rating the 500th anniversary
of European postal services.

| was excited to make a
similar item with this year’s
Europa stamp issue.

The cover had to be big
enough for this overwhelm-
ingly large common-design
issue, so | decided to make
my own.

| printed the title “EURO-
PA 2016 Think Green at the
World Stamp Show NY”on an
oversized (9-inch-by-12-inch)

white envelope, and hand
painted an image of New
York's skyline using green
watercolors. | was happy with
the result and signed my
original artwork.

| was unsure about how
many postal administrations
would carry this issue at the
show and have a correspond-
ing special cancel available.
So | did some research on the
show’s official website and
contacted some European
postal administrations ahead
of time.

Some assured me they
would carry the common
design stamp for sale. In
the case of Croatia, | was in-
formed that due to the prox-
imity of the issue date, the
representative would not car-
ry this year’s Europa issue at
the show. Nevertheless, | was

able to pre-order the stamps
and got them in time, thanks
to the assistance from Croa-
tian Post’s philatelic services
associates.

On the first day of the
show, | visited each postal
administration’s booth to
purchase mint stamps, pref-
erably the common-design
stamp. Some were sold at
face value, but some were as
much as twice the face value
due to the added service fees.

| arranged my newly pur-
chased stamps, including the
common-design stamp from
Croatia, on the prepared en-
velope according to relative
geographical locations and
proximity. Then, | had them
canceled at each booth.

The 14 countries (from up-
per right) are as follows: Fin-
land, Aland, Guernsey, Nor-

way, Faroe Islands, Iceland,
Austria, Germany, Gibraltar,
Ireland, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Romania, and
Croatia.

France (La Poste) was rep-
resented at the show, but the
Europa issue was not avail-
able at the booth, though it
was issued just prior to the
show.

Other than Ireland, which
had a generic show cancel
from its representative, Her-
rick Stamp Co., each postal
administration had a special
show cancel at its booth.

The postal administrations
representatives carefully can-
celed their country’s stamp
on my oversized cover, and |
received many compliments
for the cover design while ob-
taining these cancellations.

The only Europa 2016
stamps that were available at
the show that did not make
it on to the large cover were
those of Liechtenstein and
Jersey. They were only sold
as the whole set, instead of
common-design stamp only,
and the whole set did not fit
on my arranged cover.

Also, there were no specific
cancellations for those coun-
tries. To avoid duplicated can-
cellations, because | already
used the general cancellation
for the stamps from Ireland, |
decided to leave them out.

This was a fun and reward-
ing project. While it required
a lot of planning, work and
money to buy the new issues,
| am satisfied with the result.

| made one for a friend in
the Netherlands with a simi-
lar interest, and an extra one
justin case.

When | look back on my
WSS-NY 2016 activities, this
cover will be cherished as a
memorable souvenir. &
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What can't you live without?

* U.5. REVENUES: Among the largest stocks
in the US.A.

* POSSESSIONS: From Canal Zone to
Puerto Rico plus Spanish era stamps.

Request price list (specify which) or Shop online at:

www.astampdealerdu.com

FRANK BACHENHEIMER
A\ 6547 Midnight Pass, Rd. #89, Sarasota, FL 34242 {5
(941)349-0222" E-mail: frankb@astampdealertus.com

ZillionsOfStamps.com

'Like To Sort Through'e.
0Old Collections?

Special - breaking down large worliwide collections into individual countries.
Quality, ane-of-a-kind collections still on album pages All areas of the world.
Sale priced at Hu]ie discownts from Scott Catalogue. Collections range from
several dollars to hundreds of dollars. Request FREE price list. Mention
Linn's ad and receive a five dollar gift certificate.

Don Lewis - Country Collections

1661 N. Swan Road, Suite 212, Tucson, Artzona 85711
Phone: 520-615-4061

e-mail: DonLewis@Country Collections.com

E‘|0niersmmps directly from the Internet at: Cuun;rytnﬂecdmsmmrE

UNITED NATIONS POSTAL ADMINISTRATION
PO BOX 5700
GRAND CENTRAL STATION
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
1-800-234-UNPA [8672)
unpanyinguiriesdun.org unstamps.org
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